
Synthesis of Racial Capitalism, Black Radicalism, and the Critique of 
Western Order

Executive Summary

The provided sources present a multi-faceted and deep critique of modern capitalism, 
orthodox Marxism, and the foundational principles of Western political thought. The central 
thesis is that capitalism is not merely an economic system but an inherently racial one, with 
its historical development, particularly the British Industrial Revolution, being inextricably 
linked to and dependent upon slavery, the slave trade, and the plantation economy. This 
system of "racial capitalism" engendered a unique and persistent tradition of resistance, 
termed the "Black Radical Tradition," which developed its own theoretical insights and 
revolutionary impulses outside of, and often in opposition to, European radical 
frameworks.Consequently, traditional Marxism is critiqued for its failure to adequately 
theorize the centrality of race. It is argued that Marx and his successors mischaracterized 
slavery as a "pre-capitalist" phenomenon and overestimated the revolutionary universalism 
of the European proletariat. This working class was often hamstrung by its own racial 
prejudices and its complicity in imperialism, a division actively maintained by the bourgeoisie 
through "white-skin privileges."The documents explore the diverse strategies and internal 
debates within Black liberation movements, from nationalism and separatism to critiques of 
integration as a "subterfuge for the maintenance of white supremacy." These movements 
have grappled with the specific oppression of Black women, the revolutionary potential of 
different social classes like the lumpenproletariat, and the very definition of Black people's 
status in the United States—as a "nation within a nation" or an oppressed national minority. 
Finally, the work of Cedric Robinson in  The Terms of Order  provides a profound 
philosophical challenge to the core of Western political science, deconstructing its 
foundational myths of order, authority, and leadership and positing non-hierarchical, 
apolitical social forms as a fundamental rejection of the Western paradigm.

I. The Economic Foundations of Racial Capitalism

The sources build a comprehensive case that the Atlantic slave economy was not a 
peripheral or "primitive" stage but the indispensable engine of the British Industrial 
Revolution and the formation of modern global capitalism.

A. Slavery as the Core of the British Economy

British economic ascendancy in the 18th century was fundamentally built upon the profits, 
commodities, and markets generated by the slave trade and plantation production.

● Trade Dominance:  By the late 1790s, North America and the West Indies 
accounted for 57% of British exports and supplied 32% of its retained imports. The 
Atlantic trade, underpinned by slavery, was crucial for transforming British 
manufacturing and technology.

● Financial Revolution:  The complex credit, payment, and investment needs of the 
slave trade and plantations spurred key financial innovations. This included 
developments in banking, insurance, and mortgaging that linked the London money 
market with industrial regions. The influence of the West India lobby was significant 
enough to affect Bank of England policy and secure the national debt, cementing 
London's role as a global financial center.



● Industrial Fuel:  The slave economy directly stimulated and supplied Britain's 
foundational industries:

● Textiles:  The British cotton industry developed a unique production system geared 
to the quality of soft, long-stapled Atlantic cotton grown by enslaved labor. Before 
1800, raw cotton imports came primarily from the West Indies and captured French 
and Dutch colonies. Wealth from the slave trade and plantations directly financed 
textile firms, particularly in Scotland.

● Metals and Engineering:  Plantations were a massive market for British metal 
exports. Over the 18th century, the Americas and West Africa took well over half of 
these exports. The huge sugar works and rum distilleries required enormous copper 
vessels (some holding up to 3,000 gallons), driving the expansion of copper mining 
and manufacturing in Britain.

● Stimulation of Consumption:  Slave-grown "groceries"—especially sugar—
revolutionized consumer habits in Britain. The increasing availability and falling prices 
of sugar, tea, and coffee created new tastes and social practices, which in turn 
created vast new domestic markets for colonial goods.

● High Profitability:  Contrary to views that downplay its economic impact, the slave 
system was highly profitable. Plantation profit rates in the "silver age of sugar" (1763-
1775) averaged 13.5% per annum in Jamaica.

B. Technological Innovation and "Slavery After Slavery"

Innovation was not limited to Britain; the plantations themselves were sites of technological 
and managerial development.

● Plantation Innovation:  Planters invested heavily in adapting water, wind, and 
steam power for sugar milling and processing. Boulton and Watt supplied 132 steam 
engines to sugar plantations between 1803 and 1830. Plantations also utilized 
advanced management and accountancy techniques that were not common in British 
industry until much later.

● Persistence of Coerced Labor:  After formal emancipation in the British Caribbean 
in 1838, the system of exploitation was reconfigured rather than dismantled. The 
state replaced the overseer as the source of coercion through apprenticeship 
systems. British firms like Sandbach Tinne, which were major beneficiaries of 
emancipation compensation money, became leading players in the trade of 
indentured Asian labor, replicating the conditions of slave plantations in the 
Caribbean, India, and beyond.

● Enduring Legacies:  The economic impact of the slave trade has had lasting global 
consequences. It is argued that had the slave trades not occurred, an estimated 72% 
of the average income gap between Africa and the rest of the world would not exist 
today. The countries from which the most enslaved people were taken remain among 
the poorest in Africa.

II. The Black Radical Tradition and Critiques of Marxism

A central argument across the sources is that a unique tradition of Black resistance has 
always existed and that European radical theories, particularly Marxism, have failed to 
adequately comprehend its significance or the nature of racial capitalism.

A. Cedric Robinson's Core Arguments

Cedric Robinson's work provides a foundational critique of the Marxist tradition's 



engagement with Black history.
● The Black Radical Tradition:  This is defined as an "accretion, over generations, of 

collective intelligence gathered from struggle." It is a tradition of resistance that 
emerged from the direct experience of racial capitalism and slavery, possessing its 
own theoretical integrity independent of European thought. As Robinson stated, "In 
the daily encounters and petty resistances to domination, slaves had acquired a 
sense of the calculus of oppression as well as its overt organisation and 
instrumentation."

● Critique of "Primitive Accumulation":  Robinson argues that Marx wrongly 
relegated slavery to a "pre-capitalist" or "primitive" phase. For Marx, slavery, colonial 
plunder, and the confiscation of feudal property were internal to the logic of capital, 
serving as foundational mechanisms for creating the capital needed to launch the 
system. Robinson's critique, however, suggests this formulation fails to see how 
racialism and slavery were not just a preliminary stage but a continuous and 
essential structuring principle of capitalism itself.

● The Compromised White Proletariat:  Robinson challenges the Marxist assertion 
of the working class as a universal revolutionary agent. He uses Marx's own 
observation—"The English working class will never accomplish anything before 
England has got rid of Ireland"—to argue that racism and allegiance to imperialism 
historically "hamstrung" the revolutionary capacity of white workers, a point Robinson 
believes Marx noted but whose full implications he did not integrate into his broader 
theory.

B. The Fractured Working Class and the Future of Labor

The sources extend this critique to analyze the persistent divisions within the U.S. working 
class and the challenges posed by technological change.

● White-Skin Privilege:  The concept of white supremacy is identified as "the real 
secret of the rule of the bourgeoisie." It functions to split the working class by 
providing "counterfeit interests" to white workers. This antagonism is described by 
Marx in his analysis of English and Irish workers: "He feels national and religious 
antagonism towards him...This antagonism...is artificially cultivated and maintained 
by the bourgeoisie. It knows that in this antagonism lies the real secret of maintaining 
its power."

● The Lumpenproletariat as a Revolutionary Force:  Challenging the orthodox 
Marxist dismissal of the "lumpenproletariat" as the "scum layer of the society," 
thinkers like Eldridge Cleaver, citing Frantz Fanon, argue that this group—the 
unemployed, the criminalized, those who exist outside the formal wage system—
constitutes a primary revolutionary force in a colonized context like that of Black 
America.

● Automation and the "Workless Society":  James Boggs argues that automation 
has rendered the traditional concept of the proletariat obsolete. As technology makes 
human productive labor increasingly unnecessary, society is on the threshold of an 
era where "productivity can no longer be the measure of an individual's right to life." 
In this context, the traditional labor movement, focused on work and wages, is seen 
as reactionary, while new revolutionary possibilities emerge from the growing 
population of the "workless."



III. Nationalism, Self-Determination, and Political Strategy

The sources document a rich and complex history of political thought and debate within 
Black liberation movements concerning the goals and strategies of the struggle.

A. The National Question

A recurring theme is the question of whether Black people in the United States constitute an 
oppressed nation.

● The Black Belt Thesis:  Advanced by Harry Haywood and the Communist Party in 
1928, this thesis posits that Black people form a "nation within a nation," with the 
"Black Belt" of the South as their national territory. This area, with its distinct 
economic life, culture, and history of oppression, is argued to have all the 
prerequisites of a nation, whose people therefore have the right to self-determination.

● Critiques of the Thesis:  This position has been heavily debated. Critics argue that 
the thesis incorrectly transposes the race question into a national one, collecting 
areas of racial concentration and calling it a "national territory" without a true, 
internally coherent national economic life.

● Other Oppressed Nationalities:  The framework of the national question is also 
applied to other groups, including the struggles for the national liberation of Puerto 
Rico and the Chicano people in the Southwest, as well as the status of Asian 
Americans and Puerto Ricans in the U.S. as oppressed national minorities.

B. The Integration vs. Separation Debate

The strategic goal of the movement has been a point of intense contention, revolving around 
the value and meaning of integration.

● Integration as a "Subterfuge":  Stokely Carmichael articulates a powerful critique of 
integration, stating that it "was a subterfuge, an insidious subterfuge, for the 
maintenance of white supremacy." The fight, he argues, was never simply to sit next 
to white people, but to fight against white supremacy.

● The Role of the Black Bourgeoisie:  Harold Cruse analyzes the "non-national" role 
of the Black bourgeoisie. Because this class derives its income from "integrated" 
occupations rather than controlling a distinct Black economy, it has not developed 
nationalistic sentiments and has often acted as a "class buffer between the deprived 
working class and the white ruling elites."

● Nationalism as a Revolutionary Impulse:  Marcus Garvey's movement is 
presented as the "most self-conscious expression of nationality in the entire history of 
the Negro in the United States." Its "Back to Africa" orientation represented a search 
for sovereignty, land, and resources denied to Black people in the U.S.

C. Visions of Revolution

The sources present a range of revolutionary philosophies and strategies.
● Critique of Nonviolence:  Malcolm X famously contrasted the "Negro revolution" 

with historical revolutions, arguing, "You don’t have a turn-the-other-cheek revolution. 
There’s no such thing as a nonviolent revolution. The only kind of revolution that’s 
nonviolent is the Negro revolution. The only revolution based on loving your enemy is 
the Negro revolution."

● House Negro vs. Field Negro:  Malcolm X used this analogy to distinguish between 
a reformist leadership ("house Negro"), who identifies with the oppressor and seeks 
to quell dissent, and the revolutionary masses ("field Negro"), who desire 



fundamental freedom.
● The Vanguard Party and People's Power:  Thinkers like Frantz Fanon and 

organizations like the Black Panther Party emphasize the need for a vanguard party 
that does not stand above the people but serves their needs. Huey P. Newton stated, 
"The service to the people program—the most important thing in the Party. We will 
serve their needs, so that they can survive through this oppression. Then when they 
are ready to pick up the gun, serious business will happen."

● From National to Social Consciousness:  Fanon warns that after independence, 
nationalism is not enough. He argues, "a rapid step must be taken from national 
consciousness to political and social consciousness," grounded in a program for 
economic and social transformation worked out by revolutionary leaders and 
embraced by the masses.

IV. The Oppression and Resistance of Black Women

The sources emphasize that Black women face a unique form of oppression at the 
intersection of race, class, and gender, and have been central to the history of resistance.

● The Dialectics of Oppression:  Angela Davis analyzes the slave master's sexual 
domination of the Black woman as an "element of counter-insurgency." By assaulting 
the Black woman, the master not only attacked her individually but also sought to 
demoralize the entire slave community by striking at the man's "impotence" and the 
woman's role as the "center of the domestic sphere."

● Economic Exploitation:  Claudia Jones highlights the specific plight of Black 
women as workers, particularly domestic workers, who are often unprotected by 
unions or labor legislation. She points to the "trade-union neglect" of this sector as a 
critical failure.

● The Genesis of Black Feminism:  The Combahee River Collective statement 
outlines the origins of Black feminism in the "historical reality of Afro-American 
women’s continuous life-and-death struggle for survival and liberation." They assert 
the need for an autonomous movement because "no other supposedly progressive 
movement has ever considered our specific oppression a priority or worked seriously 
for the ending of that oppression." Their politics are aimed at combating the 
"simultaneous" oppressions of racism, sexism, and classism.

V. A Foundational Critique of Western Political Thought

Cedric Robinson's  The Terms of Order  moves beyond a critique of specific ideologies to 
challenge the entire metaphysical foundation of Western political science and its concepts of 
order, authority, and rationality.

A. Deconstructing "Order" and "The Political"

Robinson argues that Western thought is trapped within a paradigm that presumes order 
requires hierarchy and rulers, a mythos that it fails to recognize as such.

● The Mythos of Order:  Western political science persists in the "delusion that, 
beneath the chaos, ordered systems reign administered by stable political 
institutions." This paradigm treats order as natural and inevitable, failing to question 
its origins.

● Critique of Western Anarchism:  Robinson contends that even Western anarchism 
fails to escape this paradigm. Because its theories of statelessness are constructed 



in "stark opposition to the European political order," they "inherited the very 
epistemological and metaphysical foundations that they hoped to oppose," devolving 
into idealism.

● Charisma as Myth:  The Weberian concept of charisma is deconstructed as a 
rationalization of the messiah myth, a "coalescence of pre-Classical (Babylonian, 
Sumerian, Egyptian), Classical (Greek, Roman), and Judaic thought systems." Its 
persistence demonstrates the power of metaphysical presumptions about social and 
political order.

B. Alternative Metaphysics and Social Formations

Robinson contrasts the Western paradigm with non-Western social forms that represent not 
merely an alternative to Western order but an "outright rejection of it."

● The Example of the Tonga:  The Tonga people of Zambia are presented as a 
society that has survived without the hierarchies of political authority. Their social 
organization is based not on political order but on kinship authority rooted in a 
"metaphysics of complementarity."

● A Different Foundation:  The Tonga embrace a "constructed reality that all are 
equally incomplete," a metaphysical basis that neutralizes forces "antithetic to 
individual autonomy." This represents a fundamentally different way of conceiving 
social relations that does not require the imposition of a political structure.

● Black Radicalism as Negation:  In this context, the Black Radical Tradition is 
understood not just as a political or social movement, but as a force that generates 
"alternative worldviews" and poses an "imminent threat to the West" by rejecting its 
foundational terms of order.


